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Background 
This document contains an overview of planned HOLAS II publications and material, as also presented at the 

last HOLAS II meeting (HOLAS II 6E-2017), and lists key points in the timeline for finalization of the first version 

of the report by June 2018. 

The document also gives an updated table of contents of the HOLAS II summary report “State of the Baltic 

Sea”, which has taken into account adjustments to titles and orders of sections during the writing process. 

The more detailed content of the chapter and sections are presented under agenda items 2-8.  

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information 

 



HOLAS II 7-2017, 3-1 

 

 

 Page 2 of 4  
 

Overview of planned HOLAS II reports 
Results from the HOLAS II project are made available at different levels of detail, and shows direct HOLAS II 

outputs as well as contributions of several HELCOM projects/networks/expert groups supporting HOLAS II.  

- The most detailed information is made available in core indicator reports and fact sheets, to provide 

a specific understanding how the data and indicator evaluations going into the HOLAS II assessment 

were derived. The core indicator reports and fact sheets also give information on underlying data 

and assessment logic.  

- Method descriptions for applied analyses are presented in supplementary reports, which cover e.g. 

the integrated analyses, the assessment of cumulative impacts, and the economic and social 

analyses. These reports also give more details on the assessment results. Hence, the supplementary 

reports can be used for a more technical understanding of the assessment methods, and for 

information on the assessment results that underlie the conclusions presented in the summary 

report. 

- The summary report presents results at the overarching level. It provides key messages from all 

assessments covered by HOLAS II, and additionally from other HELCOM results where relevant.  

- HELCOM results that are not produced in connection to the HOLAS II product, but which fill the 

purposes by providing key information are here referred to as supporting material. 

All results will be made available online as web-material and as pdfs, and the updated version of the summary 

report to be prepared by 2018 will also be printed. 

 

 

Figure: Overview of HOLAS II publications at different levels of detail. Grey= HOLAS II supplementary 

reports. 
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Summary report: State of the Baltic Sea 
The summary report will have circa 90 pages and give full coverage of the components of the HOLAS II 
assessments, with a focus on key messages and conclusions. It should be possible to read the summary report 
in order to get a full overview about the results of the assessments and the conclusions. The summary report 
will not have details on assessment methods or data, as this information will be given in other form (see 
below). The table of content for the summary report is given in the end of this document.  
 

Timeline 
- HOLAS II 7-2017 (this Meeting) will consider the first drafts of the chapters of the summary report, 

in order to agree on more detailed content to be included. The meeting will also provide feedback to 
existing texts, and work further on the texts in development.  

- The writing of the manuscript, and the preparation of figures, tables and other visual material will 
continue after the meeting, and will be submitted for approval by State and Conservation 6-2017 
meeting on 15-19 May, with a document deadline 20 April. 

- The report will subsequently be submitted for endorsement by the Helcom Heads of Delegation 52-
2017 on 21-22 June. 

- The first version of the summary report will be made publicly available by June 2017. 
- The updated version of the report will be prepared by June 2018 and will additionally include data 

from 2016 where motivated, so that the assessment period covered by HOLAS II is 2011-2016. 
However, no new themes of information will be added.  
 

Other HOLAS II publications 
 

Supplementary material 
Supplementary material will be published in parallel with the summary report. The supplementary material 
will reflect the same results as presented in the summary report, but more details on the results can be 
presented. The supplementary report also give information on the assessment methods, data and indicators 
used. The main purpose of the supplementary material is to provide information on how the assessments 
have been carried out from a more technical perspective in order to provide full transparency on the methods 
and data used. 
 

Core indicators and fact sheets 
Core indicator reports that are reflected in the summary report will updated to be based on 2011-2015 

data by State & Conservation 6-2017 (document deadline 20 April). The updated core indicator reports and 

fact sheets on human activities, pressures and ecosystem components will be made available on the 

HELCOM web-site at the time of publication of the summary report.   

Supporting material  
The supporting material consists of other contributing HELCOM products, recognizing the fact that the HOLAS 
II assessment builds on data and indicators produced by a large number of projects, expert groups and 
networks. The supporting material will e.g. include fact sheets on the spatial distribution of human activities, 
pressures and ecosystem components. Other examples of supporting material are the forthcoming Maritime 
assessment, Pollution Load Compilation. 
 

Web pages 
The results will also be presented at a dedicated web site, which is foreseen to be opened after approval of 
the first version of the State of the Baltic Sea Report. The web site will present the results from the summary 
report online and will also be an access point to all HOLAS II publications, which can be downloaded as pdf:s, 
and to underlying data bases and assessment workspaces.  
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Table of contents of Summary report: “State of the Baltic Sea” 
The table below gives the overall outline of the summary report. The outline reflects work in progress and is 

based on the Outcome of HOLAS II 6E-2017 which has been developed further since then to improve the 

coherence of the report. The main changes in the current version are that:  

- the number of key subheadings has been reduced, however the planned content is maintained under 

each chapter as previously outlined; 

- the sequence of order of sections in chapter 4 has been changed to have the biggest chapters first 

and the other sections ordered by groups, so that those with similar internal structure are close to 

each other; 

- some sections to summarize results at chapter level have been removed to avoid repetition, and so 

that all results will be summarized together in the beginning of the report; 

- the titles of some chapters and sections have been improved. However, it should be noted that all 

titles are still working titles and could be changed further. 

The numbers in brackets give the indicative number of pages in final layout and the planned number of words 

for each chapter or section. In addition, all sections will have key information in maps, figures, tables and/or 

illustrations. The more detailed content of each of the chapters is presented under agenda items 2-8. 

 

0. Summary (4; 1600) 

1. Introduction (6; 1600) 

2. Methods (1; 600) 

3. Humans and the ecosystem (7; 2600) 

4. Pressures 

4.1. Eutrophication (6; 2700) 

4.2. Hazardous substances (6; 3000) 

4.3. Marine litter (2; 800)  

4.4. Underwater noise (3; 1000)  

4.5. Non-indigenous species (2; 1000) 

4.6. Extraction of species (3; 1500)   

4.7. Seabed habitat loss and disturbance (2; 1200) 

4.8. Hydrographical impacts (1; 600)  

5. Biodiversity and food webs  

5.1. Baltic Sea biodiversity (2; 800) 

5.2. Benthic habitats (2; 800) 

5.3. Pelagic habitats (2; 800) 

5.4. Fish (3; 1600) 

5.5. Marine mammals (3; 1200)  

5.6. Sea birds (2; 800)  

5.7. Summary of biodiversity results from a food web perspective (2; 800) 

6.  Cumulative impacts on the marine environment (7; 3000) 

7. Regional measures (2; 1600)  

8. Conclusions and future outlook (3; 1200) 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%206E-2017-414/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOLAS%20II%206E-2017.pdf

